
Page 444 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE [§ 1993 

2 So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma. 

(1) Any of the conduct required for the of-
fense is, or, in the case of an attempt, threat, 
or conspiracy to engage in conduct, the con-
duct required for the completed offense would 
be, engaged in, on, against, or affecting a mass 
transportation provider, or a railroad carrier 
engaged in interstate or foreign commerce. 

(2) Any person travels or communicates 
across a State line in order to commit the of-
fense, or transports materials across a State 
line in aid of the commission of the offense. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘biological agent’’ has the 

meaning given to that term in section 178(1); 
(2) the term ‘‘dangerous weapon’’ means a 

weapon, device, instrument, material, or sub-
stance, animate or inanimate, that is used for, 
or is readily capable of, causing death or seri-
ous bodily injury, including a pocket knife 
with a blade of less than 21⁄2 inches in length 
and a box cutter; 

(3) the term ‘‘destructive device’’ has the 
meaning given to that term in section 
921(a)(4); 

(4) the term ‘‘destructive substance’’ means 
an explosive substance, flammable material, 
infernal machine, or other chemical, mechani-
cal, or radioactive device or material, or mat-
ter of a combustible, contaminative, corrosive, 
or explosive nature, except that the term 
‘‘radioactive device’’ does not include any 
radioactive device or material used solely for 
medical, industrial, research, or other peaceful 
purposes; 

(5) the term ‘‘hazardous material’’ has the 
meaning given to that term in chapter 51 of 
title 49; 

(6) the term ‘‘high-level radioactive waste’’ 
has the meaning given to that term in section 
2(12) of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 
(42 U.S.C. 10101(12)); 

(7) the term ‘‘mass transportation’’ has the 
meaning given to that term in section 
5302(a)(7) of title 49, except that the term in-
cludes intercity bus transportation 2 school 
bus, charter, and sightseeing transportation 
and passenger vessel as that term is defined in 
section 2101(22) of title 46, United States Code; 

(8) the term ‘‘on-track equipment’’ means a 
carriage or other contrivance that runs on 
rails or electromagnetic guideways; 

(9) the term ‘‘railroad on-track equipment’’ 
means a train, locomotive, tender, motor unit, 
freight or passenger car, or other on-track 
equipment used, operated, or employed by a 
railroad carrier; 

(10) the term ‘‘railroad’’ has the meaning 
given to that term in chapter 201 of title 49; 

(11) the term ‘‘railroad carrier’’ has the 
meaning given to that term in chapter 201 of 
title 49; 

(12) the term ‘‘serious bodily injury’’ has the 
meaning given to that term in section 1365; 

(13) the term ‘‘spent nuclear fuel’’ has the 
meaning given to that term in section 2(23) of 
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 
10101(23)); 

(14) the term ‘‘State’’ has the meaning given 
to that term in section 2266; 

(15) the term ‘‘toxin’’ has the meaning given 
to that term in section 178(2); and 

(16) the term ‘‘vehicle’’ means any carriage 
or other contrivance used, or capable of being 
used, as a means of transportation on land, on 
water, or through the air. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–177, title I, § 110(a), Mar. 9, 
2006, 120 Stat. 205; amended Pub. L. 110–53, title 
XV, § 1539, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 Stat. 468.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1992, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 

Stat. 794; Pub. L. 103–322, title VI, § 60003(a)(8), title 

XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1969, 2147; 

Pub. L. 104–88, title IV, § 402(b), Dec. 29, 1995, 109 Stat. 

955; Pub. L. 107–56, title VIII, § 811(e), Oct. 26, 2001, 115 

Stat. 381; Pub. L. 107–273, div. B, title IV, § 4002(a)(6), 

Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1807, related to penalties for 

wrecking a train used by a railroad in interstate or for-

eign commerce, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 109–177, title 

I, § 110(a), Mar. 9, 2006, 120 Stat. 205. 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Subsec. (d)(7). Pub. L. 110–53 inserted ‘‘intercity 

bus transportation’’ after ‘‘includes’’. 

[§ 1993. Repealed. Pub. L. 109–177, title I, § 110(a), 
Mar. 9, 2006, 120 Stat. 205] 

Section, added Pub. L. 107–56, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 26, 

2001, 115 Stat. 374; amended Pub. L. 108–21, title VI, § 609, 

Apr. 30, 2003, 117 Stat. 692; Pub. L. 109–59, title III, 

§ 3042(a), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1639, related to terrorist 

attacks and other acts of violence against public trans-

portation systems. See section 1992 of this title. 

[CHAPTER 99—REPEALED] 

[§§ 2031, 2032. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–646, § 87(c)(1), 
Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3623; Pub. L. 99–654, 
§ 3(a)(1), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3663] 

Section 2031, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 795, 

prescribed penalties for commission of rape within spe-

cial maritime and territorial jurisdiction. 

Section 2032, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 795, 

prescribed penalties for carnal knowledge of female 

under 16 within special maritime and territorial juris-

diction. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal by Pub. L. 99–646 and Pub. L. 99–654 effective, 

respectively, 30 days after Nov. 10, 1986, and 30 days 

after Nov. 14, 1986, see section 87 of Pub. L. 99–646 and 

section 4 of Pub. L. 99–654, set out as an Effective Date 

note under section 2241 of this title. 

CHAPTER 101—RECORDS AND REPORTS 

Sec. 

2071. Concealment, removal, or mutilation gener-

ally. 

2072. False crop reports. 

2073. False entries and reports of moneys or securi-

ties. 

2074. False weather reports. 

2075. Officer failing to make returns or reports. 

2076. Clerk of United States District Court. 

§ 2071. Concealment, removal, or mutilation gen-
erally 

(a) Whoever willfully and unlawfully conceals, 
removes, mutilates, obliterates, or destroys, or 
attempts to do so, or, with intent to do so takes 
and carries away any record, proceeding, map, 
book, paper, document, or other thing, filed or 
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deposited with any clerk or officer of any court 
of the United States, or in any public office, or 
with any judicial or public officer of the United 
States, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than three years, or both. 

(b) Whoever, having the custody of any such 
record, proceeding, map, book, document, paper, 
or other thing, willfully and unlawfully con-
ceals, removes, mutilates, obliterates, falsifies, 
or destroys the same, shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than three years, 
or both; and shall forfeit his office and be dis-
qualified from holding any office under the 
United States. As used in this subsection, the 
term ‘‘office’’ does not include the office held by 
any person as a retired officer of the Armed 
Forces of the United States. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 795; Pub. L. 
101–510, div. A, title V, § 552(a), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1566; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(I), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 234, 235 (Mar. 4, 

1909, ch. 321, §§ 128, 129, 35 Stat. 1111, 1112). 

Section consolidates sections 234 and 235 of title 18, 

U.S.C., 1940 ed. 

Reference in subsection (a) to intent to steal was 

omitted as covered by section 641 of this title. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $2,000’’ in subsecs. (a) 

and (b). 

1990—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–510 inserted at end ‘‘As 

used in this subsection, the term ‘office’ does not in-

clude the office held by any person as a retired officer 

of the Armed Forces of the United States.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Section 552(b) of Pub. L. 101–510 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-

tion] shall be effective as of January 1, 1989.’’ 

§ 2072. False crop reports 

Whoever, being an officer or employee of the 
United States or any of its agencies, whose du-
ties require the compilation or report of statis-
tics or information relating to the products of 
the soil, knowingly compiles for issuance, or is-
sues, any false statistics or information as a re-
port of the United States or any of its agencies, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than five years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 795; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 215 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 124, 35 Stat. 1111). 

Words ‘‘or any of its agencies’’ were inserted after 

‘‘United States’’ so as to eliminate any possible ambi-

guity as to scope of section. (See definitive section 6 of 

this title.) 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’. 

§ 2073. False entries and reports of moneys or se-
curities 

Whoever, being an officer, clerk, agent, or 
other employee of the United States or any of 
its agencies, charged with the duty of keeping 
accounts or records of any kind, with intent to 
deceive, mislead, injure, or defraud, makes in 
any such account or record any false or ficti-
tious entry or record of any matter relating to 
or connected with his duties; or 

Whoever, being an officer, clerk, agent, or 
other employee of the United States or any of 
its agencies, charged with the duty of receiving, 
holding, or paying over moneys or securities to, 
for, or on behalf of the United States, or of re-
ceiving or holding in trust for any person any 
moneys or securities, with like intent, makes a 
false report of such moneys or securities— 

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than ten years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 795; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 189 (Mar. 4, 1911, 

ch. 270, 36 Stat. 1355). 

Words ‘‘or any of its agencies’’ were inserted after 

‘‘United States’’ so as to eliminate any possible ambi-

guity as to scope of section. (See definitive section 6 of 

this title.) 

References to persons aiding and abetting were omit-

ted. Such persons are principals under section 2 of this 

title. 

Minor verbal changes were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’ in last par. 

§ 2074. False weather reports 

Whoever knowingly issues or publishes any 
counterfeit weather forecast or warning of 
weather conditions falsely representing such 
forecast or warning to have been issued or pub-
lished by the Weather Bureau, United States 
Signal Service, or other branch of the Govern-
ment service, shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned not more than ninety days, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 795; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 117 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 61, 35 Stat. 1100). 

Minor verbal changes were made. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The United States Signal Service, referred to in text, 

is now the Signal Corps which is a branch of the Army, 

see section 3063 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $500’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Weather Bureau of Department of Commerce consoli-

dated with Coast and Geodetic Survey to form a new 

agency in Department of Commerce to be known as En-

vironmental Science Services Administration by 



Page 446 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE § 2075 

1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), (3), or 

(4) of this subsection—’’. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), (3), or 

(4) of subsection (a)’’. 

Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 

79 Stat. 1318, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees. All functions of Bu-

reau transferred to Secretary of Commerce by the Plan. 
Environmental Science Services Administration 

abolished by Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 

35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090, set out in the Appendix to 

Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, 

which created National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration in Department of Commerce. By Depart-

ment Organization Order 25–5A, republished 39 F.R. 

27486, Secretary of Commerce delegated to NOAA his 

functions relating to Weather Bureau. By order of Act-

ing Associate Administrator of NOAA, the organization 

name of Weather Bureau was changed to National 

Weather Service. For further details, see Codification 

note under section 311 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. 

§ 2075. Officer failing to make returns or reports 

Every officer who neglects or refuses to make 
any return or report which he is required to 
make at stated times by any Act of Congress or 
regulation of the Department of the Treasury, 
other than his accounts, within the time pre-
scribed by such Act or regulation, shall be fined 
under this title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 796; Pub. L. 
107–273, div. B, title IV, § 4002(d)(1)(C)(ii), Nov. 2, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1809.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 188, (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 101, 35 Stat. 1107). 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘under this title’’ 

for ‘‘not more than $1,000’’. 

§ 2076. Clerk of United States District Court 

Whoever, being a clerk of a district court of 
the United States, willfully refuses or neglects 
to make or forward any report, certificate, 
statement, or document as required by law, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 796; Pub. L. 
104–294, title VI, § 601(a)(11), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3498.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on section 522 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Judi-

cial Code and Judiciary (Feb. 22, 1875, ch. 95, § 6, 18 Stat. 

334). 
The reference to the offense as a misdemeanor was 

omitted as unnecessary in view of the definition of 

‘‘misdemeanor’’ in section 1 of this title. 
The last sentence providing that conviction should 

not be a condition precedent to removal from office was 

omitted as unnecessary. 
Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–294 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title or imprisoned not more than one year, or both’’ 

for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more 

than one year’’ before period at end. 

CHAPTER 102—RIOTS 

Sec. 

2101. Riots. 
2102. Definitions. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–284, title I, § 104(a), Apr. 11, 1968, 82 

Stat. 75, added chapter 102 and items 2101 and 2102. 

§ 2101. Riots 

(a) Whoever travels in interstate or foreign 
commerce or uses any facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce, including, but not limited to, 
the mail, telegraph, telephone, radio, or tele-
vision, with intent— 

(1) to incite a riot; or 
(2) to organize, promote, encourage, partici-

pate in, or carry on a riot; or 
(3) to commit any act of violence in further-

ance of a riot; or 
(4) to aid or abet any person in inciting or 

participating in or carrying on a riot or com-
mitting any act of violence in furtherance of a 
riot; 

and who either during the course of any such 
travel or use or thereafter performs or attempts 
to perform any other overt act for any purpose 
specified in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of 
this paragraph— 1 

Shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned 
not more than five years, or both. 

(b) In any prosecution under this section, 
proof that a defendant engaged or attempted to 
engage in one or more of the overt acts de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of 
paragraph (1) of subsection (a) 2 and (1) has trav-
eled in interstate or foreign commerce, or (2) 
has use of or used any facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce, including but not limited to, 
mail, telegraph, telephone, radio, or television, 
to communicate with or broadcast to any person 
or group of persons prior to such overt acts, 
such travel or use shall be admissible proof to 
establish that such defendant traveled in or used 
such facility of interstate or foreign commerce. 

(c) A judgment of conviction or acquittal on 
the merits under the laws of any State shall be 
a bar to any prosecution hereunder for the same 
act or acts. 

(d) Whenever, in the opinion of the Attorney 
General or of the appropriate officer of the De-
partment of Justice charged by law or under the 
instructions of the Attorney General with au-
thority to act, any person shall have violated 
this chapter, the Department shall proceed as 
speedily as possible with a prosecution of such 
person hereunder and with any appeal which 
may lie from any decision adverse to the Gov-
ernment resulting from such prosecution. 

(e) Nothing contained in this section shall be 
construed to make it unlawful for any person to 
travel in, or use any facility of, interstate or 
foreign commerce for the purpose of pursuing 
the legitimate objectives of organized labor, 
through orderly and lawful means. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed 
as indicating an intent on the part of Congress 
to prevent any State, any possession or Com-
monwealth of the United States, or the District 
of Columbia, from exercising jurisdiction over 
any offense over which it would have jurisdic-
tion in the absence of this section; nor shall 
anything in this section be construed as depriv-
ing State and local law enforcement authorities 
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